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Step into the Early Learning Center at Middle Tennessee Christian School and find inviting classrooms encouraging 
creativity and exploration. You’ll meet teachers and staff who make learning fun. And you’ll see our Christ-centered  
curriculum in action, helping your child master skills that prepare them for a kindergarten success and develop a  
love for learning that lasts a lifetime.
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Sales Tax Holiday: How
 to Make the Most of It -
 With the flip of the calendar to

 August, it means more than

 the fast...

Summer reading the fun
 way - About this time of year,

 my grandmother would always

 say, “It’s the dog days...

Building Bookworms:
 How to Pick Books Your
 Child Will Love - 4 tips on

 helping your child find books

 they'll want to read over and...

Weston loves his time

 with his teacher Mrs.

 Donna and classmates.

 He enjoys Chapel and

 singing songs, learning

 new things and playing

 with his friends

~ Weston's Mom
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Hello. We’re the Early Learning Center at MTCS.

We think learning should be seriously fun.
The Early Learning Center at MTCS is here to share God’s love with children 
as we prepare them for a wonderful, successful year in kindergarten and a  
love for learning that lasts a lifetime.

When we’re with Pre-K children, we’re in our element. Our faces light up when 
they arrive and stay that way until we send them back into your loving  arms.

More importantly, we’re well-trained. We love the Lord. And we know how to 
make learning seriously fun. We think (and parents seem to agree) this  
combination makes all the difference. In fact, we believe so much in our  
approach that all of our teachers have had children or grandchildren come  
through the school as students. It seems the proof is in the pudding.

We think you’ll appreciate our serious side, too.
We take seriously the childcare standards set by the Tennessee Department 
of Education, and we have a certificate from them to prove it. Even the  
Southern Association of Independent Schools and AdvancedED have given  
us accreditation. So it seems we have the serious stuff down, too.

Our story wouldn’t be complete without a quick trip down memory lane. 
Since we’re so young at heart, you might think the MTCS Early Learning  
Center is a new school. Not so. The same leaders who started the Middle  
Tennessee Christian School in 1960 started the MTCS Early Learning Center 
in 1975. We can’t believe it’s been that long. Time really flies when you’re  
having fun.
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Faculty & Staff

The Early Learning Center at MTCS has a fantastic, fun-loving group of 
teachers and staff. We have a lot in common when it comes to our education 
and training. Some of us have graduated from Middle Tennessee State  
University with degrees in education, and many of us have completed  
training at Motlow State Community College through the Tennessee Early  
Childhood Training Alliance. We love this school so much, we’ve even had  
our own children or grandchildren come through as students. 

Names, faces and fun tidbits
I’m Donna Massa (Mrs. Massa). I’m a lead
teacher for 3-year-old students, wife, and  
mom to a current MTCS student and two  
graduates. I’ve been working here since  
2006, and I just love the amazing family  
atmosphere. Having worked with preschool  
age children since 2003, I think it’s a  
blessing to watch them grow from their  
earliest stage of education. I also love  
cooking, reading and classic car shows.

I’m Jenny Fraser (Mrs. Fraser). I’ve been here
since 2007 as a lead teacher for 3-year-old  
students. Having also worked in public education,  
I just love that God is in the center of our day here 
and I can speak openly with co-workers, students  
and parents about Jesus. I also love reading,  
hiking, kayaking, and spending time with my  
husband and sons, both MTCS graduates.

I’m Leslie Coker (Mrs. Coker). Since 2014,
I’ve been the Extended Care coordinator,  
managing programs for before and after  
school, Fall Break, Spring Break and  
Summer Camp. I originally came here in  
2012. My husband and I have three  
daughters at MTCS, and we truly appreciate 
how much the school invests in and loves  
our family. I also enjoy being an elementary  
cheerleading coordinator and Girl Scout

 troop leader.

I’m Chris Chichuck (Mrs. Chichuck). I’m a
lead teacher of 4-year-old students. I came  
here in 2003 as a member of the Extended  
Care team. My daughter is an MTCS  
graduate and my son is a current student at  
MTCS, and I’m amazed at the outpouring of  
emotional and spiritual support from the  
administration, faculty, staff and all of the  
families. Away from school, some of my  
favorite things are being active in my  
church, cooking and baking.

I’m Joyce Wright (Mrs. Wright). I’m a lead
teacher. I’ve been teaching 4-year-old  
students here since 1995, and I love  
working in a Christian environment. My  
husband and I have three children and six  
grandchildren. Two of our children and one  
of our grandchildren are MTCS alumni. In  
my spare time, I enjoy church activities,  
mission trips, sewing and crafting.

I’m Kelly Smotherman (Mrs.
 Smotherman). I’m a lead teacher to 4-year-
old students, and I’ve been teaching here
since 1997. I love coming to work where I  
can praise God, share faith, pray for those  in 
need and work with Godly people who  
influence me to be better. My husband and I  
have two sons. Both are Alpha Omega  
graduates of MTCS, and it was a joy to join  
them on class trips. In my spare time, I like  
to read and garden.

I’m Jennifer Hopkins (Mrs. Hopkins). I’m
the director of the Early Learning Center  
and our Extended Care program. I’ve also  
taught at MTCS and in public education. My 
favorite thing about working here is seeing  
God at work in our students, administration, 
faculty and staff. I also enjoy supporting our 
sports and service activities. Outside of  
work, I like to spend time with my husband,  
our daughter who is an MTCS student. 

Our Teaching Assistants
Kyra Shambaugh, Brittany Taylor, Carol Lowe
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Home Student Experience Our Curriculum

Our curriculum is Christ-centered, well-rounded
 and loads of fun.

The Early Learning Center at MTCS provides PK3 (pre-kindergarten for 3-
year-old children) and PK4 (pre-kindergarten for 4-year-old and some 5-year-
old children). Both programs teach a Christ-centered curriculum in a fun 
environment, preparing students for kindergarten and the world beyond.

PK3 Curriculum
Our PK3 program teaches a healthy balance of skills that promote the 
development of a 3-year-old child’s spirit, mind and social responsibility. Our  
teachers present the curriculum through fun, playful activities that incorporate  
a variety of learning styles. This creates a learning environment that allows  
students to grow and mature socially and establish a strong academic  
foundation.

Bible
Each day, students are read Bible stories from The Beginners Bible, published 
by Zondervan. This sequential collection of Old and New  Testament stories is 
the foundation for our activities, songs, role-playing and  other experiences 
teaching students Christian principles that can be applied  to their daily lives.

Language Arts
We use Reading Street by Scott Foresman to provide students  
developmentally appropriate activities that launch them into the world of  
reading. It introduces them to skills that expand their speech, listening/pre-
reading, letter knowledge and overall cognitive development. We also  
introduce students to print literature, Bible stories, poems and songs; and we  
encourage them to express themselves through dramatic play as they grow  
socially and emotionally.

Math
We leverage the love children have for discovery to promote the exploration  
of mathematical concepts that help develop their number recognition and  
counting skills. Using a large variety of hands-on items, children can engage  
in dynamic math games and projects. Our teachers also establish daily  
routines, such as singing calendar songs and calendar skills that allow for  
repetition and enrichment of math skills.

Social Studies
Through literature and activities, we help students explore the special places  
and people of this world wonderful that God created.

Science
Children love to experiment, proving that it’s never too early to have fun being  
a scientist. Our teachers encourage and create hands-on activities that foster  
their exploration. Whether planting a seed and watching it grow or witnessing  
first-hand the life cycle of a butterfly, our students get to see and live God’s  
creations.

Pre-Handwriting
There is no reason for children to wait until kindergarten to start learning the  
skills they need to write. Our teachers provide activities to develop fine motor  
skills. Play-Doh, clay, markers, crayons, and sand are used to strengthen  
muscles in the hands and fingers. Students also have fun writing on a variety  
of materials.

Art
We encourage students to look at the world around them and observe the  
amazing palette of colors, lines, and shapes that God, the master artist,  
incorporated in our world. Through a weekly art class, students use various  
materials to learn the elements of design.

Music
Just like King David, our students learn to express themselves through music  
and song. During chapel and in our classrooms, we learn and sing Bible  
songs to share God’s word. A bi-weekly music class teaches children about  
rhythm and melody of song. They have fun clapping and stomping to the beat  
and learning about different types of instruments.

Centered Learning
Everyone loves opportunities for hands-on learning and by providing  
opportunities to work together in small groups, children can take charge of  
their own learning through exploration and creativity. Small group  
collaboration encourages socialization, self-esteem growth, and offers a  
chance for children to express themselves while learning new information.

PK4 Curriculum
Our PK4 program is designed to stimulate the developmental milestones of 4  
year olds. At this age, children are energetic, curious, learning to be  
independent and building their brainpower. Our curriculum is designed to  help 
students develop lasting life skills and sharpen social skills and gross  and fine 
motor skills by immersing them in a multitude of experiences.

Bible
Each day, students are read Bible stories from The Beginners Bible,  
published by Zondervan. This sequential collection of Old and New  
Testament stories is the foundation for our activities, songs, role-playing and  
other experiences teaching students Christian principles that can be applied  
to their daily lives.

Pre-Reading and Language Arts
Happily Ever After by the Rowland Reading Foundation is a reading  
readiness program with classic children’s literature at heart. This curriculum  
provides students with the skills they need to learn to read and to be  
successful in school. Each unit of study teaches a color and a shape;  
vocabulary and concepts essential to literacy; an auditory discrimination or  
phonological awareness skill; print and book awareness and fine motor skills.  
Each unit reviews previously taught skills and concepts so that by the end of  
the readiness level, children have a strong foundation for success when they  
receive reading instruction.

Math
My Math-PreKindergarten by McGraw-Hill gives preschoolers hands-on  
experience with meaningful, rigorous mathematical skills. They learn number  
core, comparison concepts, addition and subtraction strategies, measuring  
attributes and patterning. These skills apply to their everyday lives and are  
essential to their basic academic foundation that will carry them through  
kindergarten to high school algebra and beyond.

Social Studies
Children are naturally curious about the world around them and their  
immediate environment. In our daily reading of God’s word, we examine and  
discuss the world God made. Through our Social Studies units, we  
incorporate those theologies and teach about national holidays, famous  
people in U.S. history, and how the experience within their family, school and  
community differs from that of people in other countries and other times.

Science
Preschool-age children learn best by being involved. That’s why we teach  
science concepts through observation and hands-on experimentation. In our  
PK4 curriculum, we introduce concepts like plants, animals and their life  
cycles; seasons and weather; and the human body.

Pre-Handwriting
It’s never too early to start building skills for good handwriting habits. Our  
teachers establish a 15-minute daily routine that focuses on strengthening  
fine motor skill development. Our Pre-Reading/Language Arts curriculum,  
Happily Ever After, incorporates hands-on activities and multisensory  
teaching strategies that increase these skills.

Art
We encourage our students to look at the world around them and observe the  
amazing palette of colors, lines and shapes that God, the master artist,  
incorporated in our world. Through a weekly Art class, students use various  
materials to learn the elements of design.

Music
Just like King David, our students learn to express themselves through music  
and song. During Chapel and in our classrooms, we learn and sing Bible  
songs to share God’s word. A bi-weekly Music class teaches children about  
rhythm and melody of song. They have fun clapping and stomping to the beat  
and learning about different types of instruments.

Centered Learning
Everyone loves opportunities for hands-on learning and by providing  
opportunities to work together in small groups, children can take charge of  
their own learning through exploration and creativity. Small group  
collaboration encourages socialization, self-esteem growth, and offers a  
chance for children to express themselves while learning new information.
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Tuition and Enrollment

Annual Tuition for 2015 – 2016
Full-Day PK3 and PK4: $7,515.00 (for August – May)
Part Time

2-day, Tuesdays and Thursdays: $4,000
3-day, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays: $5,500

Tuition covers (all options):

Learning and care from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
A hot lunch
Morning/afternoon snacks
Supplies
A rest mat

Tuition does not cover extended care (available during Fall Break or Spring 
Break), summer camp or extra curricular activities.

Fees
$75 One-Time Application Fee: It’s due for each applicant and is paid at
 the time of submission.
$250 Registration Fee: The registration fee is due from each applicant
 and is paid after you’ve been notified of acceptance. (Families will pay
 a maximum of two registration fees.)
Extended Care: On select days when class is not in session (see our
 calendar), there is an opportunity to utilize extended care at an
 additional rate.

Multi-Student Discounts
$500 discount for two enrolled children
$750 discount for three enrolled children
$1,000 discount for four or more enrolled children

The discount will be prorated based on the student’s enrollment date.

Our requirements aren’t rocket science. Whew.
We welcome little learners that are at least 3 or 4 years old. They simply
 need to be that age and fully potty-trained by August 1 (preceding their
 upcoming PK3 or PK4 school year). The other basic essentials are an
 up-to-date State of Tennessee Immunization Record and a copy of your
 child’s birth certificate.

Thinking about enrolling?
Email us or call Monica Helton, MTCS admissions director, at (615) 893-
0601. We’ll bring you in for a tour where you can learn more and see for
 yourself what makes the learning experience so unique at the Early
 Learning Center at MTCS.

After your tour, we invite you to complete enrollment in the admissions section 
of the MTCS.
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You can drop by anytime. But this is when we’re
 here.

We are here Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Program Times

 Academics begin at 7:45, but students can arrive as early as 7 a.m. for
 early care.

Holidays and Other Closings

All federal holidays: We are closed on most federal holidays federal
 holidays, please check the school calendar.
Spring Break and Fall Break: Our regular programs take these breaks
 in alignment with local schools. We do offer extended care for an
 additional charge.
Summer break: Our regular programs are on break on a schedule
 similar to local schools, but we offer summer camps for an additional
 charge.
Christmas break: Our holiday calendar is in alignment with that of local
 schools and do not have extended care.
Inclement weather or other unforeseen circumstances: If we have a
 delay or close, we will notify parents via email and our Parent Alert text
 messaging system. Information will also be available on Nashville
 television stations 2, 4 and 5 and on the local radio station WGNS (AM
 1450) and on our Twitter and Facebook pages. Extended Care
 openings or closings will be evaluated on a case by case basis on
 inclement weather days.  Early Learning Center may be closed in
 severe weather cases.

Curious about emergencies? See our Safe School Plan.
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Extended Care During School and Breaks

We understand that your student’s academic schedule may not always align 
with your schedule. That’s why we are happy to provide Extended Care right  
here at the Early Learning Center at MTCS.

Daily Extended Care: Around 3:30 p.m. on days when school is in session, 
our classrooms transition for Extended Care. This is a time for students to  
play or continue fun learning experiences under the supervision of our  
Extended Care staff. This is available until 5:30 p.m and is included if you  
pay for full-day tuition.

Extended Care during Fall Break and Spring Break: For an additional 
charge, Extended Care is available daily during these breaks, which are  
taken the same days as Rutherford County Schools. Our Extended Care  
Staff will provide fun learning experiences, which can include things like art,  
drama and science, as well as sports and play time. We require reservations  
and will email you an invitation to make reservations as the breaks approach.

Have any questions? Please contact us for more details.

I’m Leslie Coker (Mrs. Coker). Since 2014,
I’ve been the Extended Care coordinator,  
managing programs for before and after  
school, Fall Break, Spring Break and  
Summer Camp. I originally came here in  
2012. My husband and I have three  
daughters at MTCS, and we truly appreciate  
how much the school invests in and loves  
our family. I also enjoy being an elementary  
cheerleading coordinator and Girl Scout
 troop leader.

What's Coming
 Up!
OUR CALENDAR

 No Events

A Sneak Peek

About The School Student Experience
Request More Information Contact Us
Terms & Copyright Blogs and News

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Middle-Tennessee-Christian-School-Early-Learning-Center/172663106146144?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/lilcougars
https://instagram.com/EarlyLearningMTCS/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/request-more-information/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/student-experience/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/student-experience/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/mtcs-connection/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/contact-us/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/news-events/
http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us/education/components/calendar/calendar.php
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/contact-us/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/student-experience/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/request-more-information/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/contact-us/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/terms-copyright/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/news-events/
http://earlylearningatmtcs.com/safe-school-plan/


About The School Student Experience After School, Camps & More MTCS Connection Contact Us Blogs and News

Home Extra Curricular

Extra Curricular Activities During the School Year

The Early Learning Center at MTCS doesn’t just shape the minds and spirits 
of PK3 and PK4 children. We’re also here to help expand their physical  
abilities. The programs we offer can help develop their coordination, balance,  
flexibility, strength and teamwork skills. But that’s not all. Regular activity has  
the power to sharpen their thinking and focus, making them stronger  
students.

The following programs are offered right here, so there’s no need to drive all 
over town.

Tumbling: This 45-minute class is taught once a week by Little Kicks 
throughout the school year (from August to May). This basic skills class  
teaches forward rolls, backward rolls, cartwheel, handstands, throwing,  
catching and much more. The cost is just $35 per month. To learn more,  
please contact Jamie Mitchell, the owner of Little Kicks, at 615-513-5324
 or littlekickstumbling@yahoo.com.

Additional activities: From August through November, we also give students 
the opportunity to participate in flag football and cheerleading. We provide  
more information at the start of the school year. However, to learn more, you  
can also email lesliecoker@mtcscougars.org about cheerleading and  
edwatson@mtcscougars.org about flag football.
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Home Summer Camp

Summer Camp

When school is out for the summer, the fun doesn’t have to stop for PK3 and 
PK4 students. Join us for our action-packed Summer Camp at the MTCS  
Elementary Campus. It’s a great way to continue building relationships,  
enjoying new experiences and learning new skills.

Summer Camp 2015 runs June 1 to July 31, 2015 and includes:

Daily Bible activities
Hands-on learning
Arts and crafts
Community service
Special guests
And much more

Reservation Information

After you’ve registered for Summer Camp, you can tailor your child’s 
camp experience based on your schedule. You do this by filling out our  
2015 Summer Day Camp Calendar and returning it to Leslie Coker at  
lesliecoker@mtcscougars.org or in person.
Reservation’s can be changed or cancelled with 24 hours notice by 
emailing Leslie Coker. If you don’t provide a 24-hour notice, you will still  
incur the cost.

Costs

$75 application fee if your child is not a current student
$100 activity fee per student
Full day fee: $40/day or $180/week (includes two snacks and lunch 
each day)
Half-day fee: $25/day or $120/week (includes one morning snack)

All fees are due with application and are nonrefundable. They cover the cost 
of:

2015 camp T-shirt
Nine special visitors
Nine service projects
Garden supplies and maintenance
All supplies for projects and activities

Haven’t registered?

Unfortunately, the application deadline has passed for 2015. If you have 
questions, please contact Leslie Coker at lesliecoker@mtcscougars.org.
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Home Safe School Plan

Breathe easy. Your child is in safe hands.

The last thing you want to hear when you’re away from your little one is 
tornado sirens or news of another safety concern. In the unlikely event of a  
crisis, you can breathe a sigh of relief knowing your child is in the hands of a  
trained faculty and staff at the Early Learning Center at MTCS.

We’ve worked with the Murfreesboro Police and Fire Departments to ensure 
our emergency preparedness plans are more than adequate to protect our  
children. Parents with students at Early Learning Center are encouraged to  
learn more about our safety procedures by contacting our staff for an  
appointment.

We know how important communication is in an emergency situation. With 
multiple communications tools, we work hard to maintain a constant flow of  
communication with parents.

Parent Alert Text Messaging – a text messaging service used by MTCS 
to communicate instantly with parents
Social Media – Follow Us on Twitter and Facebook for feeds of 
information. We will use a special hashtag for important news updates  
#MTCSCares
School Closings – information on school closings will be available on TV 
Channels 2, 4, 5 & 17, as well as local radio, WGNS.

Here are some basic safety policies for parents:

If the Early Learning Center at MTCS is on a safety lock down, parents 
are asked to go to the main MTCS campus to await information and  
instructions. Additional people can hinder emergency personnel from  
properly addressing the situation.
In the event of a tornado, please do not attempt to pick up your child 
until after the threat of severe weather has passed. Our plans are in  
place to keep children safe.
In the case of a fire, children will be evacuated from the building to a 
safe location. Pay attention to text alerts and other parent  
communications for the proper place to retrieve the child so as not to  
interfere with emergency personnel.
In the event of a school closing or delay due to inclement weather, 
announcements will be made regarding operating hours through our  
Parent Alert System.
Early Learning Center at MTCS takes the safety of its children seriously. 
As parents we know that information is vital and we commit to informing  
parents with as many updates as possible. As emerging technologies  
for communication become available, we will add them to the mix of  
communications tools for our parents.
If you need to contact the school during an emergency situation, please 
contact the main campus at 615-893-0601

Latest Updates from the Early Learning Center at MTCS.

Tweets by @LilCougars

 09
 Dec

"Santa Claus is coming to Town" and we can't wait! 
 Early Learning MTCS @LilCougars
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